





‘We all got given 200,000 taka, which is
about two grand, by the prime minister. It
was a bit like when England won théshes.’

then the World Cup, starting in February —
we're playing India in the tournament opener
in Dhaka. And bear in mind Bangladesh
dumped India out of the last World Cup. | wag
at the 2007 World Cup with Holland but this
will be a new experience for me, being there
with a full ODI-playing country.

Because of the background to cricket here,
when we do a training camp, there’s a lot
more actual coaching going on — and a lot
more running too. It's more intensive and
more physical: | can't believe England or
Australia would train in the same way. I'm
not sure the England bowlers would be
allowed to! We got all nine of Bangladesh’s
bowlers doing two days of walk-through
drills. I'd never be able to do that with
Anderson, Broad and Finn. But I'm doing it
with these boys and they’re enjoying it and
learning something.

It's a different job to the England job, |
imagine. The requirements are different —
here, even the international players are still
‘development’ players. So my job isn’t just
going through match videos with players.
In terms of the specific fast bowlers I'm
working with:

Mashrafe bin Mortaza, the captain,
turned his ankle over in the first ODI and
didn’t play for the rest of series. He bowls
outswing, looks like Matthew Hoggard in
terms of his action. He’s had about five or
six knee operations and has dropped from
146 kph, when he first started, to 130 now.

Shafiul Islam bowls a bit like Makhaya
Ntini —when | got here, he could only angle
it in and bowl in-swing. Now he bowls
outswing too — as Brendon McCullum
discovered. Shafiul had started work on it
before | was here but | worked on his wrist

position and we've developed that. He

28 SPIN DECEMBER 2010

nicked McCullum off in the second game —
McCullum had to play at it and he nicked it
to the keeper. When the Deshis went to
New Zealand in February he just kept
angling it in and he got picked off. So the
outswing was a surprise to everyone.

Left: Jamie Siddons, Bangladesh coach since 2007.
Inset and below: the Banglas celebrate the ‘Tigerwash’

Rubel Hussain looks a bit like Malinga:
he’s bowled 92-93 mph and | think he could
go to 95 mph. He's one of the guys I'm
working on to access his hips and get his
legs working — it's all upper body at the
moment. We've got him swinging it away
where he used to just shape it in. He got
man of the match in the last ODI — he
knocked over the first three batters and
then bowled Kyle Mills with a reverse
swinging yorker to win the game.

Nazmul Hossain bowls some of the best
slower balls I've ever seen: back of the
hand, can't pick it. In the first ODI he
bowled three in a row at Mills and Mills
swished and missed at all three. The
difference is that these guys have got the
confidence to do all this now.

Obviously I'm not surprised my
methods work, though I'm slightly
surprised at how the bowlers have
improved so quickly. But there’s so much
more to come with these guys. Knowledge-
wise they’re not what you'd expect of an
international bowler. | don’t mean that
badly. They're not tainted by hours and
hours of coaching from someone with a
badge: they're natural bowlers who have
found a way of bowling and I’'m just trying
to give them some guidelines to help them.

| know everyone said New Zealand were
terrible, and they were underprepared, but |
don't think they were allowed to play well. My
hope is that we carry on and take it into the
World Cup. The West Indies, our third game,
must be a target. And England in Chittagong
on March 11 — that's a massive chance, if
England don’t come out 100 per cent. India in
the first game — that's a test for India. We've
got South Africa here and Netherlands and
Ireland. So it’s an interesting group. What
would be success? Getting to the quarter
finals would be big news. And then, if we were
drawn in a home tie, you'd have to fancy us...




